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2 Major Garrison Sgt. Parker

( M G and this information was related to me and the Staff Officers of the
; Department were to be in contact with, I beleive it was Dr. Hazlett,
of the K.C. Mssouri Board of Education, to find out what they might do
on this Tuesday —-April 9th. With this in mind and the possible’thought
that there might be same dissention among the students amoung the
one school system dismissing in Kansas and the one in Mssouri not
dismissed - I wouldn't say that we definitely laid any plans, but we
kept in mind the fact that there could be some student marches or

masbe students walking out of the school.

g Now, had you had indications of this through your Intelligence
Division or —-
M G No, Irs. Meyer, not especially, I think possibly that there was
tension but where it came from was prdoably ‘the Board of Education
((D more so that the Police Dept., of course, we were in constant touch
with - or at least, I assume we were in touch- by the Community
Relations Officer, in Intelligence- with the Board of Education. Now, :
based on this- I had two conversations with Chief Relley, regarding
what type of security we might - what type of plans we might lay - for
* any type of demonstration
S When were these talks
M G The night before = - on Tuesday - I mean on lMnday
J.M Were they - were you down at Headquarters .
M G No, telephone conversations |
Naw, I had requested to bring in my downtovn Servi-Car thit, Sgt.
was it 8 oclock or 8:30, I had you in there that morning
Sgt. P. We were here at 8
(@ s.» 8 oclock
M G So we would have these men available on motocycles = we could get them

around a lot faster that we could cars




bu we had doserved this and of course, with the new information of
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, you had notified your men the night before
Well, one deal that we knav, was that we had students out in that

-~ »

area, after school. So there were 2 of us assigned to this dea

sevaral months before this

lealing with gang fights
i L B 1A Ll o R Pl g L R S 4 L 1e, B, -
and things like this. It had started with Ies and I, and then Ies

was it Hayes - yes he was placed

-

there and we had been daily - each day after school, we would patrol

were home, and that these of course, were

no such rumors of any type of deal like this,

nev situation, d caming in at 8 oclock

Around what sch S were these —

You knov, the 2 Centrals - The High and the Junior Hich
T - 1

I recall- for s@out a rmonth and a half we had bee over there from 2 to

quite a bit of student unrest, quite a bit and gang fights
and youknov , kids walking the streets rather than go home , which was g
a normal deal, you knaw, and nothing was expected of it.

b7 ey el e
"Te_:_t- LI

~ they students from Central or were they drop outs or ——

Drop outs -

Both, you know, the drop outs get involved with the students, and you

can't - you just can't tell whats going to come out of it, out of a
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Major Grriseon Sgt. Parker

You gat these- there we had quite a fav drop outs that hung around
33rd and Indiana- they had their what was that —

Malt Shop

VYeah, the Malt Shop, and a lot of drop outs caning around these
kids, rumning from school to school’ in autonwdbiles, you knov,
creating trowble. So, it was one of those type deals that, of course
this was the deal that really got it going

I think there was another thing that started in the downtown area
and of course, Sgt. Parker was involwed in this at the time, This
squad worked in the daowntoin area - along with Sgt. Pierson on

Sat. - on the Saturday preceeding this — we had @out 25 or 30
young - high school age- both students and drop outs that were
trying to create some kind of incident, and they pasted on Katz
Drug Store at 12th and $falmit, sions indicating that fires would
start

Fire Boibs

They affixed these to the windovs - We had —

Were you dovntovn at that time

Yes

We both were

That was his assigmment at that time, he has now changed- but at that
time he was down there

Of course, he had his men alert to this, I knar, T spent one entire
Saturday dovntown with walkie-talkies, we had Detectives, we had

merbersiof Intelligence, hovever

g et

T think that Saturday we got a couple of store windaws broken
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go that was hov you first —-

Yes, thats hov we got into it - and —

Was there that many, 20 - that had gone through Hwery Bixd's, ar-—

This is what T can say — I didn't see them, I sas the group out on the
street, when the manager pointed and said, there they go, you knaw, it's
hard to tell when you get a cravd of people - there could have been people
there that wasn't involved, bqt he said, there they are — SO T did dos
serve some and I think — and I heleive it was Lee Bohannan that was in the
group and they were coming from the parking lot and - at 1llth and lcCee,
they had parked the car and were getting placards out, it —

Was this after they;d been through Fmery Bird's

Yes, one group had — when it came to my attention and we all - wewere all
over davntorn and we had spotted a group coming into the parking lot w ith
signs, and taking them out of the car- they would come dovn tovard Emery
Rirds . I think Bohannan, was one of them, we did have some of the names.
Nav, T also thirk that M. Thompson was darn there because he was checked by
sameone dorn there

Yeah

New , where was Ieebohannan's group when you sav- when the store manager
gaid there they go

Well, hewas with a group of pecple going davn the street, and at that time I

was - really I can't say this was Bohannan's group, I'll say that this was

a group of youngsters, and as I recall, Bohannan was in ity
vhere were they on the street

on the south side, walking south of the building from the middle door of

Tmery Bird's going south dovn Walnut




J. M
o
el e

M. Garrison

'

Sgt. Parker

And then what did they do from that point on

Oh, they went around downtavn as I recall

I think later on some of them kept trying to picket, they picketed
Enery Birds's-others who didn't have to be involved in this - 12

th and Grand is a good spot, for anything thats going on downtovn. That
little pin ball thing wp at 12th and Gand

Penny Arcade

YEBy 20 =

Had those signs already been posted that you saw

Ch geah, we had noticed the signs being posted earlier, even before this
deal came up — and - not at that ‘}'34‘.'53‘}.)"33:51@ familiar with Bohaman, I
can't say it was his growp, I'll say, nov that fram krm\ring‘ﬁ‘lem, ves,
there are fellows nov in the group that were in on this deal. At 't':l";ai_: time

_ohdnn.,.n was just Bohanan : : ;

Well;, after that point, did the group leave downtewn and - ornrhat

No, I'll tell you, we had all crewvs downtown all day long, until closing
time for the stores, and same of these guys weré going around all day, nov
it coudd be, and we have a lot of it - kids like to have the Police

officers follawing them around. To them, this is a big thing, you knaw,

they get a bunch of policemen and they feel, we have all these guys davn here

just to watch us = So, other than, I'can'tbe sure, just like a windaw was

broken in one of the buildings, cne of the stores on Walnut on the east side

of the street
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Now, whether it was that day or another day, I don't recall. I remerber
we got one broken windos on Main Street and - in the 12 hundred hlock maybe
and T think we had one at AMdlers , I beleive that was- T think that was
the day. We had several of them going into places and they would take
merchandise and disperse, you know

Well, getting back to that Tuesday, you say, they gathered here at aout
8 oclock,

Well, Ibrought my cress in early, inthe event that we did —-

Were they notified the night before

Well, they were notified when they came ' in, you see, they normally
reported at ~ when at IO

0

They nomally stay downtovn stntil 6. I also , we had at that time

we didin't have our own helicopters, we had this - one of our officers
was flying in the copter and - as a traffic dbserver, and I contacted
him and asked him to take one of our police walkie talkies with him

and kind of act as our eyes in the event that we did have a disturbance
of any kind, that he would be in a better position to doserve the streets
Who is this officer

Clif Winfield, he is the pilot in our helicopter now

Was this KMXC's helicopter or —— was it used on normal regular days for
traffic survelience

They were used every day - every rorning and every evening, as well as
John Wacner, who is erployed at KM€, and acts as the dosefver nov. Prio¥

to that time we had fumished one. So, these were sbout the plans we

had estalished if there was going to be any type of disturbance
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V. C we would have our groups that could move around faster - those on
motocycles, and Service cars along with the helicopters into wider areas.

That is ebout the type of preparations that we had

J. M, s ] .
! And what were your instructions to your crews that morning

JLRAL L,

that area they were to cover and what —— were thev ——

Well, we kept the bulk of our service cars in the domtown area because

this seemed to be where the gathering spot was for the younger students

they seemed to converge in the dovntovn area- and of course, we were relying
. on what we had heard, if there was going to be any type of massive disturbance

or civil disorder. lost every other city had experienced it in their larger

1
}

shopping centers - wl

. )
1 Y] }

1ch would be the davntovn area. That morning Sgt.

Parker and Officer layes were sent out - did I send vou to Lincoln or Central

S.P. Central
M. G Central - to spend the time around Central that morning, in the event that the

students did walk out

J. M Would that have been fram @bout 8 oclock on
M. G, Well, after roll call, and I think they leave there zbout 8 or 8 :15

and I was here at the office; at approximately 8 50 hours, I received the

information fraom Major Caughlin that the dept. had been ordered into

Tactical Alert, Phase II - thats the all out effort

J. M. That was the scene at Central

. S.P. As I recall, it appeared to be normal around Gentral. You knov, the fey
rarly arrivals standing around  yaking and groups going back and forth

we went, lets see, what we did, we cruised the area from Indiana to
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Cleveland, sbout 34th or 35 th Street - this is the patrol we use, and

at approximately that time, I was cruising, Hayes and I were cruising
east on Lirwood and we approached Central Jr., Dr. Helds, the prinéipal,
came out to the street and flagged us dowvn and said he was having

prdolems inside, and theywere destroying furniture and knocking over
things inside the building , and he asked us to came in. We went in and
this was true, they were a group of kids, I can't remember, or I don't —-
M. Helds will have to tell you whether they were all students or not,
but - they were going through the building using profanity, hreaking
windavs, pushing over desks, and hollering " cave on, lets go". Vhen we
went through the halls and got these fellaws out, you knov, these kids
out, and they went outside on the south - out the south door there, they
congregated out there, of course there was just the two of us, and

you knov, you can't - we were trying to keep the thing calm, and as I
recall same kid had broken the windov out of the transom above the door
They broke that out then, and I can't say the kids were thrawing at us,
this coould have been fram the inside, I don't know where it came fram,
it was unexpected, but that transit windaov was broken. I didn't go in.

At the time, it was a deal, you know, - when you get a crovd, you

try to get them to move, you try to keep them moving, so they were

moving ahead of us and our deal was to walk on behind them, to follaw

them and get them oncout of the building. As we passed the rooms, there were

desks that were pushed over and I could see that they were pushed over,
and I couldn't see any that were broken then, and the kids were screaming
and hollering so they did go out. After, they went out, we went out, got
on our wheels and came back - on around Qleveland, and back wp to the

school- Then #--Crovds from Central Senior and Central - and all up and
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they began to come over to see what was happening, and Hayes and I

went over to try to disperse

too big there, well -

Were there more

Yes, there were, there we

anty licenses

r©

Vhen you first went into the school, did you

cars

of hand and as I recall,

turmed two automdbiles on 33rd st, at

.

amdy  4-1 o Bl an T P
cars there than ususal

re quite a fer and even sare

¥ 4 e
notcice

this crawd, vou know, keep it from
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ek 3
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with Wyandotte
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a group of these raskals, one old man, over-

getting

Well, no, I wouldn't sav - see, we were on Lirwood, at the north end of t
building = and I wouldn say ~ there were a nunber of cars, but yous
see, theres alvays a nuber of cars. These kids park theéir cars out there
a

and you just can't say that it was unusual. Tt was normal deal, but
therewas an unudual nuber of cars on 33rd street, when we got

back there, and as I said, we did notice there were same Wyandotte Co.
license cars back there. Now, these kids, had just began to - you know-
the crawd got too big and we couldn't control it, and it started getting

that time, that was when I called

and told you its getting ocut of hand now, I said, when they start turning

over cars, then a fav rocks and Wwricks started coming our way, well - then

it was gone, then you couldn't -

recall it was a ‘olksvagen was the first car they overturned, and I don't

recall what cars, I

it belonged to a teacher, I don't Knov, sorecnhe had

the surprize was - there was nothing we could

knov there was a Wlksvagen and somsbody told me

A T~ P
told me this. But,

do - surprizingly we did

then I knew it was getting beyond — As I
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get this crowd dispersed, because we had put out a call for assistance
and we had said that it was getting out of hand and other policemen

¥o cruise through, and other district officers, just to cruise the
area, that was all when'policemen started crusing, the kids dispersed
but they'd form a big vrovd over here and then form a big crovd over
there - and started going round in circles and it actually turned into
a md then, they started —-

Vhat happened when you got the call fram Sgt. Parker - what did you do
Well, when I got the call, we had received information that students at
Lincoln had walked out and they had formed into a group heading in: the
direction of Mnual High School. We were getting this information from
a helicopter and also from the officers from the area down there, and
apparantly, they had established some sort of contact among themselves
with what they described at that time as walkie talkies

The kids had

Yeah

How did you hear aout that

We heard this from the officers and also from - that they had some kind
of contact or apparantly that they thought they had hetween their
groups - that they were going tawards Manual

Because they said, they knew what the other group was doing

Well, they were incontact with one another, or at least we were led

to beleive this- I don't knov, I didn't see this myself- I just beard
ie

Well, you heard this over the radio

Yes - and telephone calls coning in to the office here
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Yes, domn at 31lst and Rales

But you'd already left here when he tried to call vou here, is that
right

No, he had not tried to call, he contacted me in person out there

T sea

SR L)

All the other information that I'd received, was either by telephone or by

S0, I tried to call the dispatcher on the telephone - and of course
at this time, we had a break domn in everything - we had no cammication
dovn there outside of radios, the telephone calls were out, so I actually

the only eves I had was the wo Q@*’vw—f‘u: officers, Sqt. Tf Tk er, and Officer

Hayes and I dispersed them around in '!‘_"'rz—?i area to inform me as towhat

4;; I’m.pyuu.ncﬂ was going on over the city. I heard reports of what
happened at City Hall, I knov that they requested from the Command Post
that they send dovn as many officers as possible to the downtown area to
City Hall and I assigned my response cars and my line beat vars, and Kept
them in the area - not isolating any areas or sealing off any cnes
again this was - we didn't want to do this, but when we had found out

what had happened in other cities and this only tended to confuse people

more by keeping them in an area, and not allaving them to go back if they
wanted to go hame and get avay from the crowd, because they were not
considered one of the mb, or ane of the ters or whatever you wanted to
call them

I'm sarry, I didn't really intend to keep you so long, I just wanted to

ask you one thing more and then I'd better let you go
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response squads - was this from the dispatcher's office

Yes depending on the nature of the call
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1at ever happened - what took place out there, if thev could

would notify the dispatcher that }
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ras reported by a citizen, these calls went into the dispatcher and one of

the line beat cars were sent +b that locat
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on

would he first send a line beat car and then 2 resnonge car

e cond

or would

AT,

if - they're not going to send one four man in +hera

they would send more
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hefore they left - Of course, our w:
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And also if there was any large amount of breaking windovs and

looting -

four men couldn't do very much

T =ca

AT

So they would send a response crew along with it also - with different
crovds at the different locations - well, four men and a line beat car
aren't too effective

P e K 1 Y, Ay

And then when the response crew tock over, would the line Beat cars

stay there or would they get back to their ——-

\s soon as everything was settl

7 would — you see,
the officers knew that we didn’'t have too many people - so they would

do as much as they possibly could - but they wanted it under control

Qs

in case we had to

make any large amounts of arrests

s -

Nav, they were sent out from the CP also, the v

Not at first, we did keep them there later on - we had sareone to send out
at all times later on

You asked the question and I was thinking of samething, I can't recall what

it was now - of course, at first we were sending our line beat cars to check

on all fires - reports of
You mean, before the fire dept was called

Before the fire dept, ves We sent them obt to see if the fire actually
existed and in other cities they had learned that fires were set for

looting - so we had an arrangement with the fire dept that we would send a car

out to see if the fires did exist and then they would report back

don't like to be egotistical sbout it, but I think we were better
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nrepeared than most of the cities, because we learned from experience,

we had -~ I had just returned from Memphis Tennessee @out a week before

this. Lt. Heming and I - we had brought back the response car idéa

and everyplace they were being called avay —-

Did you have any idea if that were going an here

Possibly

Did you notice or have a feeling

Well, yes, it didn't have a chance to happen cause we had made arrangements
so that it wouldn't happen

Well, vesh, but there were calls which you did answer, which were not a
large fire

Tyus - Put we still had one and two man cars, only in the critical area

which we found - we didn't have too much of this - they handled the

normal police calls. We had forces in our shopping centers, they had hit
the Landing earlier that day - they didn't take anything - and of course
they tried to'get into the Plaza and we got them there, and also Hard
Parkway. We kept hearing rumors you knov, these rumors kept flying that
they were going «to the shopping centers

Then you say rumors, hov do:these rumors care into to you

Wwell, they would come from citizens who would call the police or they'd
call the rumor mill or -=-

And they'd say what @out so and so - I heard

They'd say there was a man with a shotgun under his arm or a sib machine

qun or Wwe saw five thugs down here with bottles locking Rike molotav
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cocktails

Or same body would call and say, theres a man dovn here with a 5 gallon can
£filling up bottles

And we'd go and chack it out and it wasn't €ven so

Or somebody would say they saw someone with a truck load of weapons

We'd get these call all the time- we have a whole folder down here full
of rumors where peopte were caming into Kansas City with quns and

that .t-here were houses with arsenals in them and all kinds of things
Yeah, it was quite a deal- people would stop you in the street — I remenber
a woman

Of course, generally they're not, but you still have to take the same
action if - as if it were, cause the first time you don't, thats the time
you have trowble

You mentioned a file that you kept on rumors, We're going to treat this
separately as an important factor in riots —-

I think this has been going on in Kansas City prior to -even before this
disturbance, the sumer before we had this one, rumors were thick

And on every holiday

Just like - Memorial Day, we were goign to have trowble they said, and
the next day theywere going to tear up Paseo High School, stone by stone
These are the things that we try to cover - but you can't - it's just

not possib}e part ‘of it is just playing cops and rdobers

Just like naov, a policemen can't go into a restuarant and enjoy his dinner
Right now, when I go to eat I'll hear all sbout whats going to happen out
at Paseo, I wish they would leave me alone, they come up and sit down

and I feel like taking the plate and thraring it in his face
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MG Thats right
8.P. But you can't do it - Last Friday I spent almost 6 hours on a rumor

this numor was weapons, the quns got the license mmber, got names, everything
we checked it all out, and it took - really more than all day. I ran the
deal dovn as far as I could, and I got off and T passed it on to the
people that follaved me and finally they located the car and that was the
end of the rumoe
MG Like this morning now, and over the week end, when this Paseo thing broke
a friend of mine who has a restuarant, -—
J.M I appreciate your taking this time this morning in texms of the
police proceedure thing, things that lay men don't knov a lot of times
s ¢ - . ~= Thissis where any police dept, T had charge of public relations for 6 years

-

and I know that we're too much at fault in not trying to familiarize

the citizens with the operation and the proceedures of the police dept.

J. M, Of course, thats not oyour full time jdb either
MG Well, when you're in ptblic relations your job is to bring the citizens

and the dept closer together and try to give them sane idea of the
working of the police dept, they're tax payers, they pay ouribills -
so why shouldn't they be entitled to this

Sup. I think they would understand it better too - People feel that you;re
pulling a deal here where is you're doing a ——

0.0 You have to strike abalance

MG Right ~ you see, Lt. Evenas and I started this - in public relations
ontis school visitations program, I don't knov if wou;wve heard of it or

not - but- at first I used Walt pretty good on it - to go into our



b )
™

. -
T

i)

ol




2 D

D
VI
cn
T A
oD
3 e et Trvmr b Ny =1~y T . 5 do ,-_-.'71
all v hier deal ready now

T 4a1

Nl 11 - anAd aha Aidn't realize

1+l T almost lost

= 1=




o™

wrhat can vol eav. volrl renr T

b YL |

inda got to me, vou knaw

Mhe e what T waz +rrine +o T VYrnar +hie for a fact
A AdnD i LA o LA S L= 1 = . . I ] i -
officers
in the f"'(’\""."“_'l.’l‘-"_':_*“,‘, think of all the pressure he 'e 1nder : +h
him and if +hev eav anvihing, it g acainet and then

qats 1+ From +the white

You caet -:E- from all s

Sn vou see

Mt o

Fhe

o]y

he

A

Rlack

also




=

LM

g M

- 24 -

(b ahead officer

I wanted 'to ask you- Ckay, what are you making a survey or

what --

It's a study, I was telling Major Grrison before, they tell me of all the
studies, you know, all these studies that have been made about riots in
other éities, and all these different studies, they've never done what
they call a social history, you know a day by day history of what goes

on during a riot, what say = a Black Panther group or a group like that
is doing at the same time the police dept, is making their preparations
and earrying out its dities , just to kind of get an understanding of
har - well of how - misunderstandings take - came @&out, nmors,

hov nmors cane sout, the part that ruwrs play and - hav they aggrivate
the situation

Alsos—-

Hopefully, what this kind of study will do, hopefully, same day help the
community leaders ---

Do you haw inthis study

Uhn hunm

Also talk to the Goups, lets say, like the Mlitant Croups

Yes

Would you tell me what kind of response you get fram them

I haven't personally but other people on ocut staff have - we have a
couple of interviess with Lee Bohamman - we've gotten a pretty dood
response ~ just because they see us as a neutral body, sort of in between

what we want to do is try to present gripes -you knaw, that both sides
have- then try to clear them up, so~- I think we have had pretty cood

cooperation




You know, I've beentthinking ahout a ¢

ve need a - some
dialog between- this is personally  hov I feel - Detween these qroups
you know like with these Panther boys. I ve had only one opportunity
to talk with these — to Pete ONeal and Henry FHnley - you knov - and
most of the time you can't talk to them, and I realize, I told Pete,
I realize- that its necessary for you quys to stay avay from the police

anything to dowith them in order

and call the police

to keep your thing going , as you call it, and really, I knov this and -
you
3

But told Pete, if quys

i expect to accamplish anything, so you
fell - like he said to me, I'm doing this for you, I'm doing you a favor

and I said, if you're doing scmething for me, why can't vou talk to me

lets talk and so -~ I don't knaw, Iwas

vondering - vourmicht have

samething nav there if --- out line of wark’™ that you 're doing
Some manner or some way of getting some of these peole together with
the police and -~ all the other interssted people in the community, have
you ever thought of that

Yeah, this is what we'd like to get at to get to that point, I think
you're exactly right

Yeah, this is what I thought- since they had their Chapter here, I was
'-?("m(f‘@rilﬁ{]' if - well, I dont knov, these group meetings, or fund raising
meetings, but I feel that all segments of the total commmity should be

sted and have same point, samething like a great big mass open pblic

cuys like Pete ONeal, Bohannan, Yern Thompson, all these varteus
different groups, along with the - well - same of the police, some of the
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city officials, representatives from that and then bring it down to a
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smalller group where you can rea-ly get some dialog and we can

understand each other

I feel this would help, there isn't enough of this if any- Because

these boys feel that they're doing something, and I don't know , every hody has
got their own little way of doing samehting. I lock at Bohannan, really

this - the first time I sav himwas April 9th, the day of the riot, take

Pete Oneal, Pete Oneal was made when he went down to the lhited Emnds

and decided that he wauld organize a chapter of the Black Panthers, alright
so nav, when you think of those guys, they were nobodys and now M.

Bohannan is - well, layor Davis would.go out and talk to him, he's got a
voice now and he's -- it isn't him that I'm worried sbout but his

follovers, people out there that don't knaw that these quys are leading

and I kind of think that we - I'd like to see somebody, I don't know who it
would be, would get this thing going and would start getting these people
and we have to have dialég; and have same type of understanding where one quy
could get out there and really get something going

Richt

And I don't knav, we let it go too long, I agree with M. Hoover, we'd better
get moving before its too late - every one of those quys you lock at,

oh that just Bohannan or ONeal, but you don't knav hov many sympathizers

he's got and thats what you gotta get to and T don't think we're doing

enough of it

You think, seems like so oftem these groups are harping on the bad points of
the police dept and the police dept - they too, just see the side that - LeBo

ad those groups are deliberately - they intend to be antagonistic, do vou think

its possibel that both side could meet together and discuss
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J. M. his thing and —

1 8 Do yvou think

they want' to

£ TS T Ve

.P. I'm sure - now this - thats it,

s what we gotta find out,

1 RS Trii v et
they want to - I think that we should want to, see, I 'll say this - heres

I found out with these groups, and they - wou'll find out with
all of these groups, — and - basically they all came from one group - you

A1 T~

knowy, and there'll be anotl!

T oroun - because some auy gets over here an
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